
36 · Jan–Mar 2012 · 

Focus

by Nicola Pocock

When migrants set up businesses in home countries, the 
ripple effects on the local economy and employment can be 

advantageous for both remittance and non-remittance receiving 
households. Nicola Pocock examines why.

IMMIGRANTS entrepreneurs
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Country
Total cost as % of 

remittance amount

Bangladesh 2.2

Philippines 3.2

India 3.8

Indonesia 4.1

Thailand 5.5

Malaysia 7.2

China 8.1

Pakistan 16.2

Source: Remittance price data, World Bank, 
2011. http://remittanceprices.worldbank.org/

Country-Corridors/from-Singapore

Table 1: Fee charged to sender and exchange 
rate margin for US$200 from Singapore
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Nicola Pocock is a Research Associate with 

Asian Trends Monitoring Bulletin and the co-

head of research at aidha, a micro business 

school for migrant workers in Singapore.

Grocery/Sari sari store 25%

16%

16%

16%

13%

9%

3%

3%

Other business

Farm or livestock (piggery)

Transport (jeepney/tricycle)

Property (rental)

Merchandise

Mobile top-ups

Restaurant/cafe

Figure 1. Types of businesses, aidha alumni survey, 2011

Other businesses include money lending, school supplies, recycling, internet café.

Provided some (less than 
50%) of start-up capital 25%

16%

16%

16%

Provided advice

Business was my idea

Actively trained/supported 
the family member/friend

Figure 2. Assistance provided to family members or friends, aidha alumni survey, 2011

Respondent may tick more than one option so percentages 
may add up to more than 100%
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